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a God-fearing man, also, as someone
who cared deeply for his staff, his fam-
ily, his community, and the beloved
land of his birth, Jamaica.

He leaves to cherish his legacy his
devoted wife of 34 years, Lorna, and his
four children, who all worked for the
company: Daren, Omar, Monique, and
Haywood.

I admire Lowell for bringing our
shared love of Jamaican culture to life
on a larger scale through food and fel-
lowship. His success story is an inspira-
tion to all who continue to dream the
American Dream. I personally was hon-
ored to have known him.

As part of a tight-knit Caribbean di-
aspora and Jamaican community, he
was considered a beloved part of my ex-
tended family, so much so that my
mother adopted him, as mothers often
do, and took him under her wing and
into her heart. Lowell was more than a
friend; he was a brother.

Today, I honor his life and living leg-
acy. I will miss my friend and will
cherish him always. On behalf of the
people of the Ninth Congressional Dis-
trict of New York, the Clarke family,
and myself, I wish to express my most
deepest, profound condolences to the
family and friends of the honorable
Lowell Hawthorne.

——————

PLANNED PARENTHOOD
INVESTIGATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Alabama (Mrs. ROBY) for 5 minutes.

Mrs. ROBY. Mr. Speaker, a few days
ago, we learned of the Department of
Justice’s decision to open an investiga-
tion in the appalling practice of abor-
tion providers harvesting and traf-
ficking aborted babies’ body parts for
profit—finally.

Mr. Speaker, as my colleagues surely
remember, in July of 2015, senior
Planned Parenthood officials were
caught on camera discussing how abor-
tion procedures could systematically
be altered in order to preserve certain
organs so that they could be sold to re-
searchers. They talked of ‘‘crushing”
here and ‘‘crushing” there, being care-
ful to preserve little parts of a baby’s
body because they are valuable on the
research market. They talked of menus
for organs and how lucrative these ar-
rangements could be.

It was sick, callous, and completely
inhuman. It also happens to be against
the law. Soon thereafter, several of my
colleagues and I called for an inves-
tigation into these disturbing revela-
tions.

But, Mr. Speaker, our demands fell
on deaf ears. Attorney General Loretta
Lynch turned a blind eye and didn’t
pursue an investigation. Even after
multiple congressional committees re-
ferred their own investigations to the
authorities at the Department of Jus-
tice, nothing was done.

At the time, I said it was dis-
appointing, but hardly surprising. We
all know how much political weight
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Planned Parenthood throws around in
this town. But, Mr. Speaker, in this
country, no one is above the law.

That is why I was so pleased to re-
ceive word that the Department of Jus-
tice, now under the leadership of Attor-
ney General Jeff Sessions, appears to
be following up on the evidence and
taking our calls for an investigation
seriously.

In a letter to the Senate Judiciary
Committee, Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral Stephen Boyd, who I am proud to
say was formerly my chief of staff, re-
quested unredacted documents from
the committee’s investigation into the
suspected harvesting and trafficking of
fetal tissue. He said, for now, the docu-
ments are for investigative use only,
and a formal resolution may be re-
quired for further proceedings, such as
a grand jury.

I appreciate the Department of Jus-
tice’s attention to this, and I know I
am not the only one who will be watch-
ing this closely.

When the terrible videos first sur-
faced in 2015, I immediately came to
the House floor and stood right here in
the well and spoke out about this out-
rageous activity. Someone later told
me I was the first one to speak on the
floor, and, Mr. Speaker, I will be the
last, if I have to.

I said then: ‘I promise ... we are
not done talking about this.” Today, I
am glad that has proven to be true.

——
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LET’S TAKE CARE OF THOSE AT
THE BOTTOM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, again, I express my gratitude for
the opportunity to speak from the well
of the Congress of the United States of
America.

Mr. Speaker, I believe that there is
some misinformation being accorded
the American people. Misinformation
because there seems to be a belief
among those who are pushing a tax
plan that will put us an additional $1.5
trillion, more or less, in debt. There
seems to be the notion being pushed
that somehow by giving major corpora-
tions major breaks, these major cor-
porations will make a major conces-
sion and they will move major amounts
of dollars down to those who work at
the very lower levels of their busi-
nesses: those who clean the floors.
Those who are there, they are called
the night crew, and they make it pos-
sible for those who come in, in the day-
light, to have a clean office and a bet-
ter work environment.

There seems to be a notion that
somehow there will be a trickle down
to them. I don’t see the empirical evi-
dence to support this position. I en-
courage my friends who believe in
trickle down to move to bubble up and
allow the minimum wage to be raised.
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Raise the minimum wage and make it
a living wage.

If you can get it to those at the top,
why not assure those at the bottom
some degree of benefit from the $1.5
trillion?

You but only have to decide that you
will make a part of this tax bill a raise
in the minimum wage. Make it so. You
can do it. And if you should do it, you
will find that there will be some people
who will appreciate the fact that you
didn’t just look out for those at the
top, that you also decided that you
were going to take care of those at the
bottom.

Finally this, Mr. Speaker, to those
who believe that people will pull them-
selves up by bootstraps that they don’t
have, please know this:

Dear brothers and sisters: People who
are poor cannot do more with less.
There is a belief that if you are rich,
you need more to do more. But if you
are poor, you can do more with less. If
poor people could do more with less,
there would be no poor people.

Let’s take care of those at the bot-
tom. Let the system bubble up, as op-
posed to trickle down.

————
MODERNIZING SNAP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. CONAWAY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to discuss an issue that is receiv-
ing a lot of attention both in the media
and in the House Agriculture Com-
mittee, and that is our Nation’s largest
anti-hunger problem, the Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program, or
SNAP.

As we approach the upcoming farm
bill, I would offer a brief perspective,
something that I have been keeping in
the front of my mind throughout all of
these conversations.

Mr. Speaker, SNAP is about families
that are living paycheck to paycheck
here in our Nation. It is about helping
households across this country, not so
much worry about where the next meal
is coming from, but letting them worry
more about their children’s education,
their own work, and, quite frankly,
their own future. It is about helping
every citizen realize the American
Dream by modernizing a program that
helps lift folks out of poverty, rather
than trapping them there.

Mr. Speaker, this will not be easy.
There will be people who demonize our
efforts. Some will even criticize the
process. We will have those who paint
doomsday scenarios about what we are
trying to get done. Some will say it is
too much, too soon, and too fast.

Mr. Speaker, nothing could be fur-
ther from the truth. Our committee
has spent 3 years examining every as-
pect of this program. We have heard
from citizens across this Nation who
have been helped by SNAP, and we
identified modest improvements that
we believe will better serve those in
greatest need.
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